Introduction: An ever-increasing number of telehealth projects are being tested worldwide. But despite the potential of these innovations to fundamentally change medical care, one also encounters voices of concern. In particular, health insurers fear that the process of adopting telehealth might repeat the past mistakes made on other medical innovations. A large body of evidence suggests that past technological innovation in medical care often failed to target relevant patient groups and/or deliver value for money. Consequently, there appears to be a need for decision-tools which allow payors to assess the quality and economic impact of proposed telehealth projects. Aims and objectives: By using German COPD patients, this paper develops a decision-support model based on health economics. This allows payors to quickly identify relevant target groups for telehealth use in a given patient-population as well as assess the project's economic impact.
